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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
REGION 8
1595 Wynkoop Street
DENVER, CO 80202-1129
Phone 800-227-8917
http://www.epa.gov/region08

Ref: 8P-W-WW
DEC 04 201
Scotti Oliver
P.O. Box 1915
Easton, MD 21601

Dear Ms. Oliver:

Thank you for your November 15, 2012 message to EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson regarding your
concerns upon hearing the National Public Radio story related to the permitted waste water discharges
from oil and gas production on the Wind River Reservation in Wyoming. On behalf of the
Administrator, [ appreciate this opportunity to provide the following information in response to your
concerns.

First, these permitted discharges do not release water to public drinking water supplies. I assure you that
public drinking water systems on the Reservation are continually reviewed by the EPA to ensure
compliance with the Safe Drinking Water Act. To date, these public water supplies have not been
impaired by energy development. In the event we become concerned about the safety of the drinking
water, the EPA will use its authorities to take immediate steps to address the issue.

The EPA is currently evaluating several Clean Water Act (CWA) discharge permits which are up for
renewal that cover the discharge of produced water from oil and gas production wells on the Wind River
Reservation. We are committed to coordinating closely with the Tribes to ensure these renewed permits
are technically sound and include conditions necessary to protect surface water uses in the area,
including those for wildlife, livestock and other agricultural uses.

The EPA routinely evaluates CWA discharge permits when their terms expire to ensure the renewed
permits account for current activity and the best available technical information. Each permit is unique
and tailored to specific circumstances, including receiving water uses.

As part of the permit renewal process, my office is reviewing new information associated with these
permits and intends to meet with the Tribes in upcoming weeks to discuss next steps. Any renewed
permits will be published in draft form and will be subject to public review and comment prior to
becoming effective.





Again, thank you for your email. For more information on the EPA’s regulations for protecting drinking
water, you may want to visit: http://water.epa.gov/lawsregs/rulesregs/sdwa/currentregulations.cfm
For more information on CWA permits, see http://cfpub.epa.gov/npdes/home.cfm?program_id=45.

Sincerely,
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Sadie Hoskie, Director
Water Program

@Pﬁn!ed on Recycled Paper






